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The Benetfits of Hiring
a Freelance Designer

One of the first items on a to-do list for most new
businesses is to develop a memorable brand. One of the
key elements in building a powerful brand is graphic
design. Hiring a freelance design expert is a cost-
effective way to achieve the professional look and feel
you desire.

However, if you've never worked with a freelancer
before, you might need more information about the
hiring process. After all, you want to ensure you choose
the right designer for your needs. In this guide, I'll walk
you through the steps of hiring a freelance design
expert, from defining your needs to establishing a
successful working relationship.

Before diving into the hiring process, it's important to
understand why hiring a freelance designer s
advantageous for your business. For one thing, unlike
hiring an in-house designer, working with a freelancer
gives you access to a pool of talent without paying for a
full-time salary and benefits.

Freelancers also offer flexibility, because you can hire
multiple designers with different skills for different parts
of your project. Additionally, freelance designers bring a
fresh perspective with a variety of experience from
working with different clients. So, naturally, their
designs are innovative and engaging.

This leads us to the next question which is, what are the
different types of freelance designers?
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A Few Types of
Graphic Designers

There are many types of graphic designers, each with
their own area of specialization and skills. It's not
uncommon for one freelancer to have several of these
skills. Just a few of the common types of graphic
designers are:

Graphic stylist, who creates the visual style and
mood of a project, such as choosing colors, fonts,
textures, and shapes.

Presentation designer, who designs slides, charts,
graphs, and other visual aids for presentations.
Editorial Designer, improves readability for content.
They use typography, layouts, graphics, and images
to create an editorial design that improves content
comprehension.

Publication designer, focus on the overall design of
the publication. Their work includes the cover design,
typography, layout, and illustrations. They work to
create a cohesive look and feel for the entire
publication.

Illustrator, creates images or designs for various
purposes, such as enhancing writing, elucidating
concepts, or conveying a message. Adobe Illustrator
is one tool of modern illustrators.

Data visualization designer, who transforms complex
data into clear and engaging visual representations,
such as charts, maps, infographics, and dashboards.
User experience (UX) designer, who researches,
tests, and improves the usability and functionality of
a digital product, such as how users interact with it
and what they feel while using it.

Web designer, who designs and develops websites,
including the layout, navigation, user interface, and
graphics.
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Defining the Needs of
Your Project

Before you start searching for a freelance design expert,
It’s important to clearly define the requirements of your
project. In addition, you must understand your target
audience and their preferences. This knowledge not only
guides the design process but also ensures that the final
product resonates with your target audience.

Next, determine the scope of your project. Do you need a
logo design, a complete branding package, or specific
design elements for your website and marketing
materials? Knowing the specifics will help you find a
designer with the right expertise.

Establishing a budget is also essential. While freelancers
may offer different pricing structures, having a realistic
budget in mind will help you narrow down your options.

Once you have a clear idea of your needs, it's time to
research and shortlist potential freelance design experts.
Start by asking for recommendations from your network
or posting on professional platforms like LinkedIn.

You can also explore online design communities where
freelancers showcase their portfolios. Look for designers
whose style aligns with your brand and project
requirements. Two well-known sites are Behance and
Dribbble.

Read reviews and testimonials from previous clients to
gain insights into their professionalism and work ethic.
Narrow down your list to the top three candidates based
on their portfolio, reviews, and suitability for your
project.
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Interview and Evaluate Candidates

Before making a final decision, it's important to interview and evaluate the
shortlisted candidates. Schedule a virtual call to discuss their experience,
skills, and approach to design. During the interview, ask questions about their
process, preferred communication methods, and availability. Assess their
ability to understand your project requirements and their willingness to adapt
to your feedback. A good freelance designer is open to collaboration and
receptive to your input while bringing their expertise to the table.

Review Past Work and Test Projects

To further assess the skills and suitability of your potential freelance design
expert, review their past work in detail. Look for projects similar to yours and
evaluate the quality of their designs, attention to detail, and ability to meet
deadlines. If possible, consider assigning a small test project to the top
candidates. This will give you a firsthand experience of their working style,
communication skills, and ability to deliver high-quality work. It's essential to
provide clear instructions and feedback during the test project to gauge their
responsiveness and ability to incorporate your input.

Clarify and Finalize Expectations

Effective communication is key to a successful partnership with your
freelance design expert. Communicate regularly with the designer to provide
feedback, ask questions, and clarify any uncertainties. Establish a preferred
communication channel, whether it's email, virtual calls, or project
management tools. Remember to be respectful and constructive in your
feedback, focusing on the project's needs and goals rather than dictating
specific design choices. Encourage open dialogue and listen to the designer's
professional insights and recommendations. Collaboration and mutual
understanding always lead to better design outcomes.
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Plan Time for Revisions

Design projects often require revisions and fine-tuning to achieve the desired
outcome. So, remember to leave room in your budget and timeline for
revisions.

Understand that the first design iteration may not be perfect, and
constructive feedback is necessary to refine the work. Be specific in your
feedback, pointing out areas that need improvement or adjustments.

However, also acknowledge the designer's expertise and allow them creative
freedom within the project's constraints. A collaborative approach will lead to
a final design that aligns with your vision and exceeds your expectations.

When giving feedback, avoid phrases such as "I don't like it", "It doesn't
resonate with me", or "Do it over". The challenge with these types of review
responses is that it tells the freelancer nothing and wastes valuable time.

Instead, give more detail about the changes you'd like to see. Also include
examples of something you've seen online or received from someone else. If
you give examples, include what you like and dislike about each example.

When giving feedback, present it in an orderly and easy-to-understand way.
It's easy to make a numbered list of review comments that include reference
to the slide or page number of the design.

Of course modern design software often gives you the option of including
your comments directly in the document or slide, so be sure to ask your
freelancer if this is possible for your project. If they’re agreeable to it, they
can also give you instructions on how to do it!

Also, remember that it’s the responsibility of both the freelancer and the
client to respond to requests for review and feedback in a timely manner. Not
doing so will slow a design project down and cost both of you time and
money.
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Value Your Long-Term Relationship

If you are satisfied with the freelance design expert's work, consider building
a long-term relationship. A trusted designer who understands your brand and
design preferences is a valuable asset for future projects.

Maintain open communication, provide feedback, and express your
appreciation for their work. An ongoing relationship with a freelance design
expert can streamline future design needs and ensure consistency across

your brand's visual identity.

Search the Platforms

When searching for a freelance design
expert, consider using online platforms
that connect businesses with freelancers.
These platforms provide access to a
diverse pool of talented designers, making
it easier to find the right fit for your
project.

WriterAccess, Fiverr, Upwork, and
Dribbble are popular platforms where you
can browse portfolios, read reviews, and
connect with designers. Each platform has
its own features and pricing structure, so
explore them to find the one that best
suits your needs.

LinkedIn also has a service for connecting
freelancers with clients which is well-
developed and very useful for a wide
variety of outsourcing business needs.
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Questions to Ask

Below are some possible questions, depending on your project. Selecting
three to four of these questions will give you a good awareness of the quality
of the freelancer you’'re interviewing.

Can you show me some examples of your previous presentation design
work? Do you have a portfolio?

How do you ensure that your presentation design aligns with my brand
identity and message?

How do you handle deadlines and revisions?

What is your design process?

What are your rates and payment terms?

How do you measure the effectiveness of designs?

What are some challenges that you've faced in your presentation design
projects? How did you resolve them?

What are the best practices or tips that you follow or recommend for
creating engaging and impactful presentations?

How do you balance creativity and clarity in your presentation design?
How do you keep up with the latest trends and innovations in
presentation design?

What inspires you for your creative designs?

S /N
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By now, I'm sure you are aware that hiring the right freelance design expert is
possible by following a few simple steps:

e Define your needs,

e Research and shortlist candidates,
e Evaluate their skills,

e Communicate effectively, and

e Plan time for revisions.

With the right freelance design expert by your side, together, you're sure to
create a strong and memorable brand that resonates with your target
audience.

So why wait? Take action now and hire a design freelancer to transform your
project into a work of art. With expertise, passion, and dedication, they will
deliver exceptional results that exceed your expectations. Don't miss out on
the opportunity to elevate your brand and make a lasting impression on your
audience. Contact a design freelancer today and embark on a journey towards
success!
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